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 No mention of Floyd Duffey 
[on the TALOA website]. From 1950 to 
1956 on Guam, PBY pilot, became 
manger of TALOA Guam after Mal 
Freeberg. Brought 1st Albatross from the 
states. Passed in 1956. I flew with my dad to 
all of the Trust Territories as a kid. I was 13 when my dad 
passed on Guam. 
********************************************** 
 I saw this website [www.taloa.org] and had to 
send a message. I have some old color slides of my dad, 
(Robert Powell Jones), when he flew for Transocean Air 
Lines, (after retiring from the Navy as a pilot in the war), 
from about 1949 to 1959 when the company went 
bankrupt. I may be wrong about the exact timeframe he 
was employed by Transocean, but this is close. After that, 
we moved to the Washington DC area, and he worked for 
the FAA as a check pilot for Eastern & TWA Airlines. 
Since my dad died in 2003, I can’t ask him questions 
about the pictures, other than the stories he told me I 
remember when I was younger, especially about the 
monkeys he brought back from Asia for the Salk vaccine. 
He said that they were so nasty and would spit on them 
from a screened door at the cockpit area. I would like to 
post some of these pictures on your website if you want. 
After the war, he didn’t talk too much about it.  
 I’m 62, and love photography. I am scanning a lot 
of old slides and photos. Maybe you can shed some light 
on some of these. One box of slides is labeled ICEM 
Flight Taloa, US Escapee Program-Freedom Flight. There 
is a crowd of people out on a hanger runway with a 
speaker and news journalists. The slides are amazingly 
clear and have excellent color.  
 His wife, (my mom), is still alive, and lives not far 
from me, in New Bern, NC. She is almost 96, and still 
very sharp. He had 5 children, all still living. I am the 
middle child. Let me know if you are interested in any 
other info. Thanks, Doug Jones 

Hi Doug. My father also flew those monkeys and 
probably had the same tales that you heard from your 
dad. I would very much like to see those pictures you 
have. Can you copy them and email them to me? I will try 
to identify people/places. We can also publish your note 
in the next TALOA Alumni Newsletter and see if we get 
any response. Sincerely, Jeane Kennedy Toynbee (Capt. 
Frank Kennedy’s daughter) 
by the way…did you see the story my father wrote about 
the “monkey adventure”?…http://www.taloa.org/
monkeys.html 

 Hi Jeane. I do remember my father mentioning 
your father’s name years ago. I am scanning a lot of 
slides that I finally got from mom that I have been 
bugging her for years to get so I could do this. I saw this 
box and some of the pictures reminded me of 
conversations with dad years ago. I did the easy thing we 
all can do now….I Googled “Transocean Freedom Flight 
ICEM”, and your website came up. Yes, I did read your 
father’s story too.  
 When flying for Transocean, my father told me 
one of the things he had to do was shuttle the paychecks 
from California back to Connecticut. They lived in 
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Granby, Connecticut from 1950 to 1959. I was born in 
1954. He loved planes. He bored my other brothers and 
sisters to death talking about his job flying. He really 
enjoyed flying, and between the war and flying for 
Transocean, and then the FAA in Washington, DC, he 
logged so many flying hours with so many types of 
planes I guess that helped him be qualified as a check 
pilot.  
 I was the one that always listened to his stories, 
and we usually worked together on anything from our old 
houses, to old cars, you name it. I was the mechanic, 
carpenter, repair guy, etc. He was also, and that is why we 
got along so well. I work for the City of Greenville, NC 
as the Traffic Services Supervisor. I have been there for 
25 years, and plan on retiring next march. 
 The “honey-do” list is long for me! I have plenty 
to do….I won’t be bored! House is old, (just like dad’s!), 
car is old, just like dad’s. You might say, I’m just like 
dad! Oh well. 
 I could go on and on, about the stories he told me 
but I’ll cut it short. Plus, I’m not a fast typer. I’ll attach a 
few pictures so you can see them. My dad is on the right 
side of the picture with the other two men standing at a 
boarding stair with the US Escapee Freedom Flight sign 
in front. Some of the other pictures look like they are in 
Germany? I remember he told me he did fly into 
Germany after the war. He wanted to buy a piece of real 
estate to build a hotel on so people would have a place to 
stay. He said there was nowhere to stay at that time. They 
would not allow him to buy any property because he was 
an American. 
 Let me know if you got these and if you know 
who the others are in the pictures. A lot of email has file 
size limitations so I won’t make them too big. I’ll send 
some more in a bit. Doug Jones 

********************************************** 
 My name is Mack Hamilton and I am a good 
friend of Ron's. It is with a heavy heart that I inform you 
of Ron's passing. Ron passed away peacefully October 
2nd in Patagonia, Chile. He arrived there Saturday 
October 1st. He had a wonderful dinner where he was 
cheerful and laughing a lot. When he didn't come down to 
breakfast the next morning, the hotel staff went to his 
room. He had passed away peacefully early that morning. 
Ron wanted his ashes spread in Patagonia where he rode 
the horses. This was one of his favorite places towards 
the end of his life. If you have any questions, my email is 
sandmanmac@aol.com. Sincerely, Mack Hamilton 

Ron Winiker 
 Ron was born October 4, 1927, died peacefully 
October 2, 2016 in Patagonia, Chile two days before his 
89th birthday.  Ron was born in Alameda to parents Ronie 
and Dolores Winiker. He grew up in Alameda and 
Oakland, CA. In his youth he worked as a stevedore at 
the docks, cutting hiking trails in Yosemite and for a 
while for the Southern Pacific Railroad.  At a young age 
he acquired a pilot’s license, before he even had a driver’s 
license, and later owned his own plane.  Ron became a 
commercial airline pilot and flew for Transocean Air 
Lines and World Airways.  He was an accomplished diver 
and photographer and took many underwater photographs 
around the world including the Maldives, the Red Sea 
and the Galapagos Islands.  Ron was a regular at Cowell’s 
Beach where he made lifelong friends.  His routine was to 
walk or jog to the river mouth and back, swim from the 
cove to the lifeguard tower, sit with friends including Wes 
Reed and discuss world events, politics and tell stories of 
his world travels.  He enjoyed his daily visits to Gilda’s 
on the wharf where he could be seen sitting at the counter 
joking and laughing with the waitresses. Malio, Dino and 
the staff were a second family to him.  Ron took up the 
dangerous sport of underwater cave diving and took 
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beautiful photographs of underwater cave formations in 
the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico. Many of his pictures 
were published in National Geographic magazine.  Late 
in his life his favorite place was in Patagonia, Chile 
where he rode horses, enjoyed the beauty and had made 
many friends, some that he would refer to as “his angels”.  
His last wishes were to spread his ashes in Patagonia 
where he rode horses. Ron had many friends all over the 
world and his knowledge of the world and his great sense 
of humor will be greatly missed. 

********************************************** 
Subject: TALOA Academy of Aeronautics. I learned to 
fly at TALOA back in the late 1950s. My primary 
instructor was Mr. George Wibur. Mr. Emmet Fall was 
the Chief Instructor, if I’m correct. We flew Cessna 120 
and 140 airplanes. At the time, I was stationed at the then 
NAS Oakland as a young sailor. It would be interesting to 
know if you have pictures of the instructors during that 
period. A friend of mine was also flying there for his 
commercial. Mr Ron Gurriea, now CEO of Kaiser Air at 
Oak. Would appreciate any info about the school then and 
history of the instructors. Sincerely, Nicholas F. Pipitone 

TALOA Academy of Aeronautics 
   TALOA Academy was the first division created by 
Transocean. The year was 1946. It was established to 
provide ground and flight training for the airline's flight 
and operations personnel. As the school grew, so did its 

reputation. It achieved acclaim from airlines around the 
world and from foreign governments for the quality of 
flight crews it graduated. 

 Headquartered in a barracks building at the north 
end of the field at Oakland International, the academy 
became one of the largest flying schools in America. In 
1950, it purchased the assets and name of Moreau Flying 
Service, one of the oldest commercial flying services on 
the West Coast, and merged it with its own. 
 The TALOA Academy established branch offices 
and training facilities at Minter Field in Bakersfield, 
California. This school was licensed by the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration (CAA) to operate with the 
following ratings: primary flight, commercial flying, and 
basic and advanced ground school. 
 The academy was first directed by retired U.S. Air 
Force Colonel Roger Q. Williams, author of Half Way to 
the Moon and 
Back, a book 
written about 
space travel at 
least ten years 
before John 
Glenn circled 
t h e e a r t h . 
Later TALOA 
Academy was 
d i r ec t ed b y 
Herbert Webb. 
Many of its 
students were 
m i l i t a r y 
veterans who 
q u a l i f i e d 
under the G. I. 
Bill of Rights 
f o r t h e 
government to 
pay for their 
s c h o o l i n g . 
The school 

Herbert Webb, director, TALOA Academy of 
Aeronautics, Oakland, California.



offered a wide range of aviation-related courses so that 
upon graduation, its students would be certified for either 
flight crews, ground crews, or flight operations. 
 More to the story can be found at: http://
www.taloa.org/academy.html 
********************************************** 
 I found a great picture of Ray Babb in 1956 at the 
Oakland Airport.  I would love to share it with you. 
Please let me know who or where I can send an image for 
the website? Respectfully, 2nd Lt John Babb, Safety 
Officer, Civil Air Patrol - Squadron 22, Travis Air Force 
Base 
 Hi John, Thanks so much for thinking about 
us. You can email me an image at: jeanenbob@caltel.com 
Sincerely, Jeane Kennedy, TALOA Webmaster 
 Thanks for allowing me to send this image of my 
dad to you.  He served as a Flight Engineer for 

Transocean Air Lines.  I know this was taken in 1956 at 
the Oakland Airport.  Are there any plans for future 
reunions?  If possible, could you please forward my 
contact information to Derrel Gibbins.  I would love to 
touch base with Gibby. 
********************************************** 
 Hi Jeane, I am Kurt Landwehr son of TALOA 
members Ed Landwehr and Lorraine Landwehr 
(Mikosch). I writing to inform you of the recent passing, 
after a brief illness, of my mother Lorraine. It was nice to 
see the photo in the recent issue of the TALOA Alumni 
Newsletter. Also to read the story of MJ Ekstrand. My 
Mom spoke of her often in her TALOA stories. I've 
attached a couple photos my Mom had in her files. 
Best regards, Kurt 

Lori Landwehr 

 Lorraine “Lori” Mikosh Landwehr, 85, died 
Monday, October 10th, 2016 from complications related 
to an infection. In hospice care for four weeks prior to her 

death, Lori chose to utilize Death with Dignity and was 
able to die on her own terms. 
 She leaves her son, Kurt Landwehr, daughter-in-
law Melissa Eaton, and grand dog Megan the Wonder 
Dog. 
 Born in San Francisco, California January 9, 
1931, Lori attended several Catholic schools in SF and 

Capt. Roy Minson, M.J. Ekstrand, Marjorie Street, Lorraine 
Mikosch, & Capt. Frank Kennedy

Inaugural Flight of Super Constellation service to Honolulu -- 
July 23, 1957. With coconut milk -Moana. Stewardesses: 

Marjorie Street, M.J. Ekstrand, Lorraine Mikosch
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San Francisco State University. Lori worked as a flight 
attendant with Transocean Air Lines from 1953 – 1959. 
Traveling the world as a stewardess, she also managed to 
help deliver a baby on a flight between Oakland, CA and 
Honolulu, HI. Lori called the Bay Area home for the 
majority of her life living in San Francisco, Oakland, 
Lafayette, and Clayton with the exception of a brief stint 
in Japan where Kurt was born.  
 An avid collector of friends, Lori accumulated 
several close groups of people across her life span 
including but not limited to; the Aunties/Pinochle girls, 
the God family, the golf girls, co-workers, and the 
neighbors (Oakhurst & Silverado). Over the years, these 
individuals also gave Lori lots of frogs which she is more 
than happy to have returned upon her passing.  
 Long known for her positive outlook on life 
(never stop moving/working/golfing!) and her sense of 
humor, Lori served as a mentor, an inspiration and was 
the woman we all want to be when we grow up.  
 A private memorial service was held at Oakhurst 
Clubhouse in Clayton, California for family and friends. 
********************************************** 
 Dear Jeane…Thanks for the recent TALOA 
Newsletter to my dad, Gordon Palmquist. He passed on 
June 9, 2016. Please remove him now from your mailing 
list. With all our love from his family, Debbie Sweek. 

Gordon Palmquist 
 Gordon William Palmquist of San Francisco, 94, 
passed away on June 9, 2016. Born on January 13, 1922 
in Oakland, CA, Gordon was the son of Knute and 
Sophie Palmquist. He attended San Francisco State 
University, where he received pilot training before 
joining the war in the Pacific, during which he made over 
100 flights over the Himalayas. 
 After the war, Gordon was a commercial pilot for 
Transocean Air Lines and then Japan Air Lines before 
returning to the States to take over his father’s small brass 
and aluminum foundry. He turned the Concise Casting 
Corporation into a world-class operation before selling it 
to Hitachi in 1981. 
 In retirement, Gordon ran an almond ranch in 
Atwater, attended nearly every San Francisco Giants 
home game, and was an avid bowler. He will be 
remembered for his strong will, business savvy and life-
long passion for automobiles. He is survived by his older 
sister, Mary Wing, daughters Terry Martin and Debbie 
Sweek, five grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
********************************************** 

Gordon and his wife Martha, daughters Terry and Debbie

Gordon at flight school training, Visalia, CA 

In younger years, Gordon and Martha



As a test pilot climbs out of an experimental 
plane having crashed, tearing off the wings and 
tail, crash trucks arrive. A rescuer asks the 
bloodied pilot, ‘What happened?' The pilot 
replies, 'I don't know, I just got here myself!’ 

********************************************** 
If you already haven’t done so, please send your 

2017 dues ($20.00) to: 
TALOA Treasurer Pat Kearns 

15592 Maplewood Dr. 
Sonoma CA  95476 

Thank you…that’s how we continue to soar! 
********************************************** 

TALOA Members 
Lifetime Members: Arue Szura, Augie Blasquez, Barbara  
Allardyce, Barbara Nemer, Betty Bountis Anderson, 
Bill Broussard, Billie Downing, Billie Joiner, Bob Glattly, 
Capt. Gary Ogg, Carol Johansen Hill, Charles W. & Tokuko  
Smith, Chiseko Chapin, Colm J. Kennedy, David McQueen, 
Derrel T. Gibbins, Donal Goggin, Douglas & Pamela Rogers, 
Dr. Charles Quarles, Dr. David & Catalina Quintero, Elaine 
Yuen & Carl Timm, Faith Glenn, Florence Morjig, Francis R. 
Grinnon, Gene Longo, Holly Nelson & Dick Veale, Jane 
Bountis Berthet, Janet T. Farmer, Jeane Kennedy & Bob  

Toynbee, Jeff  Ward, John M Kearins, Jose & Maria Rimorin, 
Joseph & Susan Delazerda, Judy Grohs Cubillo, 
Kathy Kennedy, Lee & Marion Jenkins, Linda Bountis, 
Mary Richter, Mary Kay Whitaker Zainab, Miles D Mackey, 
Mrs. Orvis Nelson, Oscar Grohs, Pat Stachon Kearns, Penny  
Loerke, Ralph & Eileen Padilla, Richard & Jean Stuber, 
Richard & Margaret Werling, Richard & Ruth Price, 
Rick Stachon, Robert & Doris Ann Harder, Robert & 
Inger Stearns, Ron Winiker, Sam Vail, Sarah Collins, Sharon 
Minson  Linford, Terry Mantz Dalessandro, Val Bednekoff, Val 
G. Barrett, Verna Cravens, Virginia Dewey Hager, Warren & 
Ingrid Vest. 
Current Members:  Bill Gower, Elizabeth Lambert Kearins, 
Erik Moberg, George Gracy, Harold Green, Janet Whitaker, 
John  Foster, John  Willhalm, John Lannom, John M Davis, 
Katharine Graham Kohler, Rosemary Baumgartner Jones, 
Sherry Waterman Parker, Walter & Mary  
Blessing 
TALOA Kids: Claudia Turner 
Cook, Kathy Kennedy, Sam 
Vail, Rick Stachon, Tamsin 
Kearns, Jeane Kennedy Toynbee, 
Janet Stachon Farmer, 
Judy Grohs Cubillo, 
Betty Bountis 
Anderson, John M Kearins, Pat Stachon 
Kearns, Jeff Ward, Catalina Aguilar Quintero, Jane 
Bountis Berthet, Virginia Dewey Hager, Holly Nelson Veale, 
Doug Rogers, Sharon Minson Linford, Linda Bountis, Mary 
Kay Whitaker Zanies
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